The Measuring Tap #1: Deshan Addresses an Assembly

Deshan said to an assembly, "Tonight I won't answer anything. Anyone who asks a question gets a beating."
Then a monk came forward and bowed: Deshan immediately hit him.
The monk said, "I haven't even asked anything yet."
Deshan said, "Where are you from?"
The monk said, "Korea."
Deshan said, "You deserved a beating before you stepped onto the boat."
Fayan cited this and said, "This way Deshan's talk is dualistic."
Yuanming cited this and said, "This way, Deshan has a dragon's head but a snake's tail."
Xuedou cited this and said, "The two veterans, while skillfully trimming the long and augmenting the short, gave up the heavy and went along with the light. If you want to see Deshan, this won't yet do. Why? Deshan is like one with the authority over external affairs having a sword that does not bring on disorder even when what is to be stopped is not stopped. Do you want to see the Korean monk? He is just a blind fellow bumping into a pillar.

The Measuring Tap #2: Xuefeng at Work

One day during work Xuefeng himself was carrying a bundle of wisteria when he encountered a monk on the path. Xuefeng immediately put down the bundle. Just as the monk made to pick it up, Xuefeng pushed him over with his foot. When he got back, he told Changsheng about this and said, "Today I stomped that monk quickly." Changsheng said, "Master, you'll have to go to the infirmary instead of this monk."
Xuefeng stopped right away.
Xuedou cited this and said, "Changsheng is a lot like someone from the house to the west joining in the mourning when someone in the house to the east has died. He should be given a stomp."

The Measuring Tap #3: Baizhang and the Whisk

When Baizhang called on Mazu for a second time, as he stood by, Mazu looked at the whisk at the corner of the Chan seat. Baizhang said, "Do you identify with this function or detach from this function?" Mazu said, "When you speak out in the future, how will you help people?" Baizhang took the whisk and stood it up. Mazu said, "Do you identify with this function or detach from this function?" Baizhang put the whisk back where it had been before. Mazu then shouted. Baizhang was deafened for three days.
Xuedou cited this and said, "Extraordinary, o Chan worthies! There are now many in his lineage, but those who have found out the wellspring are very few. Everyone says Baizhang was greatly enlightened at the shout, but is that correct? Different ideographs that are similar may get mixed up. If one is clear-eyed, one cannot be fooled a bit. When Mazu said, 'How will you help people when you speak out in the future?' and Baizhang stood up the whisk, was it like an insect on a tree, or calling out and answering back at the same time? Do you want to understand the three days of deafness? Highly refined pure gold doesn't change color."

The Measuring Tap #4: Chongshou Points to a Chair

Chongshou pointed to a chair and said, "If you know the chair, its size is more than enough."
Yunmen said, "If you know the chair, sky and earth are far apart."
Xuedou, citing this, said, "When a marsh is extensive, it can conceal a mountain; reason can subdue a leopard."

The Measuring Tap #5: Yongjia Circling with his Staff

When great master Yongjia came to the sixth patriarch, he circled the Chan seat three times, shook his ringed staff once, and stood there upright. The patriarch said, "A monk has three thousand standards of dignified bearing and eighty thousand refined behaviors. Great worthy, where do you come from, to give rise to great arrogance?"
Xuedou then shouted and said, "If he had given this shout at that time, he could have avoided a dragon head with a snake's tail."
Xuedou again cited the circling of the Chan seat thrice, shaking the ringed staff, and standing there upright: in the patriarch's place he said, "I hit you thirty times before you even got here."

The Measuring Tap #6: Yangshan Points to Snow

Yangshan pointed to a snow lion and said, "Is there anything beyond this color?"
Yunmen said, "At that time I'd knock it down for him."
Xuedou brought this up and said, "He only knows how to knock down; he cannot set up."

The Measuring Tap #7: Xiangyan's Legacy Saying

Xiangyan set down this saying: "Suppose someone has climbed a tree: his mouth is clamped onto a branch of the tree. His hands are not holding onto a branch. Under the tree someone asks the meaning of the coming from the West. If he doesn't answer, he's avoiding the other's question. If he does answer, then he loses his life. At such a time, what should he do?" At that time elder Hutou came forth and said, "I don't ask about climbing up in the tree; please talk about before climbing the tree." Xiangyan laughed out loud.
Xuedou brought this up and said, "It's easy to say up in the tree, hard to say under the tree. I'm up in a tree - pose a question."

The Measuring Tap #8: Luzu's "Eating"

A monk asked Luzu, "What is unspoken speech?" Luzu said, "Where is your mouth?" The monk said, "I have no mouth." Luzu said, "What do you eat with?"
Xuedou brought this up and said, "He should whack him across the back right away. This type of fellow can't shut his mouth once he's opened it, and can't open his mouth once he's shut it."

The Measuring Tap #9: Xuefeng's Ancient Valley Stream

A monk asked Xuefeng, "How is it when 'the ancient valley stream is cold from the source'?" Xuefeng said, "When you look straight into it, you don't see the bottom." The monk said, "How about one who drinks from it?" Xuefeng said, "It doesn't go in through the mouth."
The monk cited this to Zhaozhou. Zhaozhou said, "It can't go in through the nostrils." The monk then asked Zhaozhou, "How is it when 'the ancient valley stream is cold from the source'?" Zhaozhou said, "Painful." The monk said, "What about one who drinks of it?" Zhaozhou said, "He dies." Xuefeng heard this cited and said, "Zhaozhou is an ancient Buddha. I won't answer questions anymore."
Xuedou brought this up and said, "Everyone in the community says Xuefeng didn't get out of this monk's question, and that's why Zhaozhou didn't agree. Such a literal understanding is very unfair to the man of old. I am otherwise. Cutting nails and shearing iron is characteristic of a genuine master of the school. Taking to the low and leveling the high can hardly be considered adept."

The Measuring Tap #10: Xitang's Rotting

A monk asked Xitang, "When there are questions and there are answers, guest and host are clear. What about when there are no questions and no answers?" Xitang said, "Might rot away, huh?"
The monk also asked Changqing, "When there are questions and there are answers, guest and host are clear; how about when there are no questions and no answers?" Changqing said, "When meeting they all speak of leaving office, but when has any one of them been seen in the forest?"
Xuedou brought this up and said, "Why didn't he give his own fodder?"

The Measuring Tap #11: Jinshan Holds up a Fist

One day Jinshan went up in the hall and held up a fist, then opened his hand and said, "Open, it's a palm, with five fingers of different lengths." Making a fist again, he said, "Now it's a fist, with no high and low. Is there any evaluation?" A monk came forth and held up a fist. Jinshan said, "You are just a fellow with no opening or closing."
Xuedou brought this up and said, "I am otherwise." Then he held up a fist and said, "Gripping, it makes a fist with high and low." Then he opened it and said, "Open, it becomes a palm with no partiality or unevenness. Now tell me, is it better to open up for people, or better to hold fast for people? Opening, you make a cart; closing, it fits the grooves. If you call it making a cart behind closed doors such that it fits the grooves in the road outside, I know you're making a living in a ghost cave."

The Measuring Tap #12: Muzhou's Broom

A monk asked Muzhou, "How is it when saluting Shakyamuni but not paying respects to Maitreya?" Muzhou said, "Yesterday someone asked, and I drove him out of the monastery." The monk said, "You're afraid I'm not genuine." Muzhou said, "My staff isn't here; I give you a beating with a broomstick."
Xuedou said, "Muzhou just had a mind to receive the jade; he had no intention of ceding cities."

The Measuring Tap #13: Zaoshu and the Nation of Han

Zaoshu asked a monk, "Where have you just come from?" The monk said, "The nation of Han." Zaoshu said, "Does the emperor of Han respect Buddhism?" The monk said, "Ouch! Lucky you asked me. If you had asked someone else, a disaster would have occurred." Zaoshu said, "What do you do?" The monk said, "I don't even see that there are any people; what Buddhism is there to respect?" Zaoshu said, "How long have you been ordained?" The monk said, "Twenty summers." Zaoshu said, "A fine 'not seeing that there are any people'!" and he hit him.
Xuedou brought this up and said, "This monk takes the beating, but once he goes he won't come back. Though Zaoshu carried out the imperative, nevertheless he roused waves without wind."

The Measuring Tap #14: Filching Zhaozhou's Bamboo Shoots

Zhaozhou asked a woman, "Where are you going?" The woman said, "To filch Zhaozhou's bamboo shoots." Zhaozhou said, "What if you run into Zhaozhou?" The woman slapped him. Zhaozhou then stopped.
Xuedou brought this up and said, "Good slap. Giving him a second slap wouldn't prove anything."

The Measuring Tap #15: Baoshou Opens a Hall

When Baoshou opened a hall, Sansheng pushed a monk forward. Baoshou immediately hit him. Sansheng said, "If you act like this, not only will you blind this monk, you'll blind everyone in the city." Baoshou thereupon went back to his quarters.
Xuedou brought this up and said, "Though Baoshou and Sansheng brought to light Linji's treasury of the eye of truth, basically they were just able to express nobility where there is no Buddha. At that time, if this monk had been a real man, as soon as he was pushed forward he would have overturned the Chan seat. Even if Baoshou had used all his great potential, he'd still be three thousand miles behind."

The Measuring Tap #16: Wuye and False Thought

A monk asked National Teacher Wuye, "What is Buddha?" The National Teacher said, "Don't think falsely."
Xuedou cited this and said, "He's blocked the nostrils."
Another monk asked, "What is Buddha?" The National Teacher said, "Mind itself is Buddha."
Xuedou cited this and said, "He stays the tongue."

The Measuring Tap #17: Deshan's "What"

A monk asked Deshan, "Where have the sages since antiquity gone?" Deshan said, "What? What?" The monk said, "The order specified a 'flying dragon' horse, but a lame tortoise shows up." Deshan then stopped. The next day when Deshan came out of the bath, that monk handed him some tea. Deshan patted that monk on the back. The monk said, "This old fellow has finally gotten a glimpse."
Xuedou brought this up and said, "So pure gold is refined a hundred times - you need your own tongs and hammer. Since Deshan had compared another to himself, this monk is likewise disappointed too." Drawing a line with his staff, he said, "Leaving this case aside for the moment, where have the sages since antiquity gone?" As the assembly was about to discuss it, Xuedou chased them out all at once.

The Measuring Tap #18: Baofu Basketing Cucumbers

As Baofu was basketing cucumbers elder Taiyuan Fu came. Baofu said, "If you can speak, I'll give you a cucumber to eat." Fu said, "Bring it out." Baofu passed Fu a cucumber. Fu took it and left.
Xuedou cited this and said, "Though this is a dead snake, if you know how to handle it, it will come alive. Who is an expert? Try to discern."

The Measuring Tap #19: Nanquan Instructs an Assembly

Nanquan, instructing an assembly, said, "The Way is not outside things; outside of things is not the Way." Zhaozhou came forth and said, "What is the way outside of things?" Nanquan hit him. Zhaozhou said, "Don't hit me - later on you'll hit people by mistake." Nanquan said, "Snakes and dragons are easily distinguished; a Chan monk is hard to fool."
Xuedou cited this and said, "Zhaozhou is like a dragon without horns, like a snake with legs. At that time he should be hit and driven out without concern for the fact that if the law were fully enforced there would be no populace."

The Measuring Tap #20: Mazu's Circle

A monk came to study with Great Master Ma. The master drew a circle and said, "If you enter, I'll strike; if you don't enter, I'll also strike." The monk thereupon entered. The master then struck him. The monk said, "Master, you can't hit me." The master leaned on his staff and stopped.
Xuedou, citing this, said, "Neither of them is finished. 'Master, you can't hit me,' leaning on his staff - if you try to discuss it, I'll hit you across the back."

The Measuring Tap #21: Xinghua's Fine

Xinghua questioned duty distributor Kepin, "Before long you will be a teacher proclaiming the Way." Kepin said, "I don't enter this company." Xinghua said, "Do you not enter having understood, or do you not enter without understanding?" Kepin said, "No connection." Xinghua then hit him and said, "Duty distributor Kepin has failed to prevail in Dharma combat - he's fined five strings of cash, to be used to provide a meal." The next day, at the time of the midday meal, Xinghua himself struck the signal board and announced, "Duty distributor Kepin has failed to prevail in Dharma combat - he can't partake of the meal," then he expelled him from the monastery.
Xuedou cited this and said, "Kepin was going to succeed to Xinghua; leaving aside the fine and expulsion for the moment, after all he needed to bring on this beating before he could do so. Now I ask you, once he's taken a beating, how does he call it on? I want to settle something that hasn't been smoothed out; tonight I will clear duty distributor Kepin's disgrace." He scattered everyone with his staff.

The Measuring Tap #22: Changqing and Panning for Gold

A monk asked Changqing, "When many hands pan for gold, who gets it?" Changqing said, "Those who have skill get it." The monk said, "Do I get it?" Changqing said, "Far from it."
Xuedou cited this and shouted at this point on behalf of the monk. He also said, "'Those who have skill get it' imparts with one hand. 'The skilled do not get it' imparts with both hands. 'Do I get it?' Heavens, heavens!"

The Measuring Tap #23: Damei: "No Intention"

A monk asked Damei, "What was the intention of the founding teacher's coming from the West?" Damei said, "The coming from the West had no intention."
The monk quoted this to Yanguan. Yanguan said, "One coffin, two corpses." Xuansha heard this cited and said, "Yanguan is an expert."
Xuedou said, "The three get it."

The Measuring Tap #24: Linji's Mugwort Twig

Linji said to an assembly, "At my late teacher's place I was beaten three times, sixty blows; it was like a brush-off with a mugwort twig. Now I'm thinking of taking another beating; who will do it?" A monk came forth and said, "I'll do it." Linji held up his cane to hand it to him. As the monk made to take it, Linji hit him.
Xuedou cited this and said, "Linji's letting go was comparatively dangerous; his retraction was too fast."

The Measuring Tap #25: Shizu's Jewel and Treasury

Shizu asked Nanquan, "People don't recognize the wish-fulfilling jewel; it is personally obtained in the treasury of the realization of thusness. What is the treasury of the realization of thusness?" Nanquan said, "What comes and goes in me and you is the treasury."
Xuedou said, "A man in the weeds."
Shizu said, "What doesn't come and go?" Nanquan said, "This is also the treasury."
Xuedou said, "He adds frost to snow."
Shizu said, "What is the jewel?"
Xuedou said, "Danger. Exercising skills atop a hundred foot pole is not expertise. If you focus an eye here and guest and host interchange, then you can enter deeply into the tiger's cave. Otherwise, even if Shizu got enlightened, he was still a guy with a dragon's head but a snake's tail."

The Measuring Tap #26: Jingqing Questions a Monk

Jingqing asked a monk, "How do you understand Zhaozhou's 'Go drink tea'?" The monk immediately left. Jingqing said, "He imitates a useless walk in Handan."
Xuedou cited this and said, "This monk is not a man of Handan - why does he imitate a useless walk? If you can discern, I'll drink tea with you."

The Measuring Tap #27: Yunmen and the Reality Body

A monk asked Yunmen, "What is the task of going beyond the reality body?" Yunmen said, "It is not hard to tell you about going beyond; how do you understand the reality body?" The monk said, "Please observe." Yunmen said, "Setting aside observation for the moment, how do you understand the reality body?" The monk said, "Thus, thus." Yunmen said, "This is what is learned on the bench; now I ask you, does the reality body eat?" The monk had nothing to say.
Xuedou cited this and said, "About to finish a high hill, he doesn't provide a basketful of earth. Where is the fault?"

The Measuring Tap #28: Sansheng's Golden Fish

Sansheng asked Xuefeng, "What does the golden fish that has passed through the net feed on?" Xuefeng said, "When you get out of the net, then I'll tell you." Sansheng said, "The teacher of fifteen hundred people doesn't even know a saying." Xuefeng said, "I have a lot to do as abbot."
Xuedou said, "Too bad he let him go - he should have given thirty strokes of the cane. This caning cannot be even one stroke too many. It's simply that an expert is rarely met."

The Measuring Tap #29: Funiu Delivers a Letter

Funiu delivered a letter to the National Teacher for Mazu. The teacher asked, "What does Mazu teach people?" Funiu said, "Mind itself is Buddha." The National Teacher said, "What talk is this?" After a silence he went on to ask, "What else does he say?" Funiu said, "It is not mind, not Buddha, not a thing." The National Teacher said, "This still compares to a little bit."
Xuedou said instead, "At that time I'd have shouted."
Funiu then asked, "What about you here, Master?"
The National Teacher said, "The three dots are like flowing water, curved like a sickle."
Xuedou said, "What talk is this? It would still be good to press him. 'Seeing it, if you don't take it, it'll be hard to forget for a thousand years.'"

The Measuring Tap #30: Xuansha's Trouble

Xuansha asked Jingqing, "'I do not see a single thing as great trouble' - tell me, not seeing what thing?" Jingqing pointed to a pillar and said, "Isn't it not seeing this thing?" Xuansha said, "You may drink the pure water and eat the white rice of the riverland, but as for Buddhism, you're not yet there."
Xuedou said, "Even the likes of Jingqing was fooled by Xuansha. If I had seen him at that time, I'd simply have said to him, 'The prediction on Spirit Mountain has not come to this.'"

The Measuring Tap #31: Baoci Questions a Monk

The former Baoci asked a monk, "Where have you just come from?" The monk said, "Reclining Dragon." Baoci said, "How long were you there?" The monk said, "Through winter and summer." Baoci said, "'There are no lodgers at the Dragon Gate' - why were you there so long?" The monk said, "'There are no different animals in a lion's den.'" Baoci said, "Try to roar the lion's roar." The monk said, "If I roared the lion's roar, then you'd cease to exist." Baoci said, "Considering that you're a newcomer, for now I'll forgive you a beating."
Xuedou said, "Extraordinary! Chan worthies, if ranged evenly, the two don't hurt each other. Based on the imperative, both are in danger. Can you check?"

The Measuring Tap #32: The Boatman's Line

The Boatman said in verse,
A thousand fathom line is let directly down;
As soon as one wave goes into motion, myriad waves follow.
The night quiet, the water cold, fish don't bite;
The full boat, empty, returns carrying the moonlight.
Xuedou said, "This old fellow labors without accomplishment. Or, as Yunmen said, a single phrase of appropriate words is a myriad-eon donkey-tethering stake. And how is this error avoided?" After a silence, he said, "Don't say the water's cold and fish aren't biting - right now you've come back with a full load you've hooked."

The Measuring Tap #33: Touzi's One Word

Touzi asked Chan practitioner Qurong, "I have never had one single word or half a phrase to hang on anyone's ears or eyes - why do you want to meet me?" The monk said, "Coming here, I don't perform three prostrations; basically I'm not satisfied." Touzi said, "How can a home-leaver be so nondescript?" The monk circled the Chan seat once and left. Touzi said, "You have eyes but not ears, and sit by the fire in summer."
Xuedou said, "He can't be let go. As soon as he turns he's arrested. Shouting, I say, 'Who's not satisfied?' If you can leap out, it is undeniable you're one patchrobed monk."

The Measuring Tap #34: The Ancestral Teacher's Six Sense Data

An ancestral teacher said, "The six sense data are not bad - rather, they are the same as true awakening."
Xuedou said, "The staff is a sense object - what's wrong with that? Since there's nothing wrong, the host should be distinguished. Therefore it is said that the sixteen-foot golden body is manifest in a pile of trash. Putting this aside for the moment, standing like a mile-high wall in the mass of naked flesh, still the first move is forgone. Even if all-sided, a repeated beating is in order."

The Measuring Tap #35: Bensheng's Staff

Bensheng showed the assembly his staff and said, "If I pick this up, you then make a principle of before picking it up; if I don't pick it up, you make out picking it up to be mastery. Tell me, where is it that I help people?" Then a monk came forth and said, "I do not presume to create subdivisions arbitrarily." Bensheng said, "You are not out of place in this." The monk said, "Leveling the lowest place, there is excess; gazing on the highest place, there is insufficiency." Bensheng said, "You're producing subdivision upon subdivision." The monk had nothing to say. Bensheng said, "Covering your nose to steal incense, you incur blame for wrongdoing uselessly."
Xuedou said, "This monk can cut and polish well, but his bow is broken and his arrows are used up. Even so, Bensheng is an expert teacher of the school - where is his help for people? On picking up, the sky revolves and the earth turns - one has to fold one's hands and surrender. On putting down, the grass bends down when the wind blows - you have to avoid injury with your whole body. Do you see where Bensheng helps people?" Xuedou then held up his staff and said, "Peace is originally brought about by the general, but the general is not allowed to see peace."

The Measuring Tap #36: Anguo's Castor-Oil Plant

Anguo asked a monk, "If you get it in the mind, a castor-oil plant is a sandalwood tree; if you lose it in doctrine, ambrosia is a garden of thorns. I want a statement that includes both meanings of gain and loss." The monk held up a fist and said, "You can't call it a fist." Anguo said, "Just because it's called a fist."
Xuedou said, "The guy binding himself without rope doesn't even recognize a fist."

The Measuring Tap #37: Xuansha Sees a Tiger

Xuansha and Tianlong went into the mountains, where they saw a tiger. Tianlong said, "That's a tiger there." Xuansha said, "It's you."
Xuedou said, "If you want to be a teacher of humans and celestials, what's there is surely a tiger."

The Measuring Tap #38: Dongshan's Three Beatings

When Dongshan Chu came to Yunmen, Yunmen asked, "Where have you just come from?" Dongshan said, "Chadu." Yunmen said, "Where did you spend the summer?" Dongshan said, "At Baoci in Hunan." Yunmen said, "When did you leave there?" Dongshan said, "The eighth month of last year." Yunmen said, "I forgive you three beatings." The next day Dongshan went up and asked, "Yesterday I was forgiven three beatings by the master - I don't know where my fault was." Yunmen said, "Rice bag! From Jiangxi to Hunan and you still calculate this way?" At this Dongshan was greatly enlightened.
Xuedou said, "Yunmen's magnanimity is regal. When pressed, he melts and breaks down. At that time, if he had acted on the imperative, his posterity would not come to an end."

The Measuring Tap #39: Daci Addresses an Assembly

Daci said to an assembly, "I don't know how to give answers - I just recognize diseases." At that time a monk came forth; Daci thereupon went back to his quarters.
Xuedou brought this up and said, "In order to uphold the vehicle of the school, you must distinguish gain and loss. Now then, Daci recognized diseases but didn't give answers: when a monk came forth, he returned to his room. I recognize disease but don't give answers; if a monk comes forth I whack him across the back. Elsewhere they recognize diseases but don't give answers; if a monk comes forth they'll surely have another strength. Rarely is there one who goes into action - 'There are only three emperors of China.'"

The Measuring Tap #40: Huangbo Shuts the Door

Zhaozhou went to Huangbo. When Huangbo saw him coming, he shut the door to his room. Zhaozhou said, "Help, fire! Help, fire!" Huangbo then came out, grabbed and held him, and said, "Speak, speak!" Zhaozhou said, "You're drawing your bow after the bandit has gone."
Xuedou cited this and said, "This is simply laughable. Laughing takes thirty years. If someone asked me what I'm laughing at, I'm laughing at drawing a bow after the bandit's gone."

The Measuring Tap #41: Jingqing's Expedient

A monk asked Jingqing, "I haven't gotten to the source - I ask the teacher for an expedient. Jingqing said, "What source?" The monk said, "The source." Jingqing said, "If it's the source, how can it admit of expedients?"
Xuedou said, "Sunk in stagnant water, what usefulness is there?"
An attendant asked Jingqing, "Did you help him just now?" Jingqing said, "No." The attendant said, "Were you not helping him?" Jingqing said, "No." The attendant said, "What do you mean?" Jingqing said, "One dot of ink in two places completes a dragon."
Xuedou said, "That still amounts to a little bit. I am not diminishing Jingqing's dignity - I want to meet with this monk. 'What source? The source.' Thirty years later I'll give you a beating."

The Measuring Tap #42: Xianglin's Patch Robe

A monk asked Xianglin, "What is the task in the patch robe?" Xianglin said, "Fire burns a mountain in December."
Xuedou cited this and said, "Burning a mountain in December - myriad kinds, a thousand types. A crane circling a pine tree is cold, a man walking in the snow is chilled. Bodhidharma didn't understand. Very difficult, very difficult!"

The Measuring Tap #43: Benren Teaches an Assembly

Benren taught an assembly, saying, "Usually I don't want to rattle people's sons and daughters before any voice or after any statement. Why? Sound is not sound, color is not color." Then a monk asked, "How is it that sound is not sound?" Benren said, "Can you call it color?" The monk said, "How is it that color is not color?" Benren said, "Can you call it sound?" The monk bowed. Benren said, "Tell me, did I explain for you, answer your question? If you can discern here, I'll grant you have an entry."
Xuedou cited this and said, "Benren is quite strange: basically he's gazing eagerly at the moon in the sky. If not before any voice or after any statement, how can one enter?"

The Measuring Tap #44: The National Teacher's Three Calls

The National Teacher called his attendant three times.
Xuedou commented, "When you check, you don't arrive."
The attendant responded three times.
Xuedou commented, "When you arrive, you don't check."
The National Teacher said, "I thought I was disappointing you; who would have known you'd disappoint me!"
Xuedou commented, "You can't fool me."
Yunmen said, "Wherein did the National Teacher disappoint his attendant? Even if you understand, it's fortuitous."

The Measuring Tap #45: Touzi's Oppression

A monk asked Touzi, "What is the meaning indicated by the National Teacher calling his attendant three times?" Touzi said, "Why oppress people?"
Xuedou said, "Laggard!"
A monk asked Xinghua. Xinghua said, "One blind person leads many blind people."
Xuedou said, "Clearly blind."
A monk asked Xuansha. Xuansha said, "The attendant understood."
Xuedou said, "Staying in prison he increases in wisdom."
A monk asked Zhaozhou. Zhaozhou said, "It is like someone writing in the dark; though the script is imperfect, the style is evident."
Xuedou shouted at that.
A monk asked Xuedou; Xuedou hit him.
But he wanted everyone to check, so he composed a verse saying,
The meaning of the meeting of teacher and apprentice is not trivial;
With no issue, they lead each other into the weeds.
Disappointing you, disappointing me, others shouldn't ask.
Let the whole world compete neck and neck.

The Measuring Tap #46: Yunmen Teaches an Assembly

Yunmen taught an assembly, "When the old foreigner [Buddha] was born, he pointed to the sky with one hand, pointed to the earth with one hand, looked in the four directions, and walked seven steps each way and said, 'In the heavens above and on earth below, only I alone am honored.' If I had seen him then, I'd have killed him with one stroke and given him to the dogs to eat in hopes of peace in the world."
Xuedou cited this and said, "I'd overturn the Chan seat for him."

The Measuring Tap #47: Zhimen's Straw Sandals

A monk asked Zhimen, "What is Buddha?" Zhimen said, "Wearing out straw sandals, walking barefoot." The monk asked, "What is the task beyond Buddha?" Zhimen said, "Displaying the sun and moon on the top of a staff."
Xuedou cited this and said, "It's easy to get a thousand soldiers, but it's hard to find a single general."

The Measuring Tap #48: Xuefeng's Five Strokes

When a monk bowed, Xuefeng hit him five times. The monk said, "What's my fault?" Xuefeng hit him another five times.
Xuedou cited this and said, "I've never made complications for people. With the first five strokes, the sun shone in the sky; with the latter five strokes, clouds sprang up and produced rain. If you can distinguish, you still should be given five strokes."

The Measuring Tap #49: Jingshan's Dot

Great Master Ma had Zhizang take a letter to Jingshan. Jingshan took the letter, opened it, and saw a circle. He put a dot in the center. When the National Teacher heard this mentioned, he said, "Jingshan was still confused by Master Ma."
Xuedou said, "Leaving aside for the moment Jingshan's being confused, if it were presented to the National Teacher, what other skill would he exercise to avoid being confused? Some veterans say they'd have sat down and rested at that time. And some say they'd just draw a line through it. If so, this is just shamelessness. I dare say the old teachers all over the land each have adamantine eyes and extensively exercise spiritual powers and manifestations, but can they avoid confusion? My view I want you all to know. This Master Ma, at that time when he drew the circle, was already confused himself."

The Measuring Tap #50: Muzhou on Carrying a Board

Muzhou called to a monk, "O Great worthy!" The monk turned his head. Muzhou said, "A fellow carrying a board."
Xuedou cited this and said, "Muzhou only has one eye. Why? Given that this monk turned his head, why did that make him a fellow carrying a board?"

The Measuring Tap #51: Baling Addresses an Assembly

Baling said to an assembly, "An ancestral teacher said, 'It's not the wind moving, it's not the flag moving.' Since it's not the wind or the flag, where do you place it? If anyone acts as host for the ancestral teacher, come forth and meet with me."
Xuedou said, "The wind is moving, the flag is moving. Since it's wind and flag, where do you place it? If anyone acts as host for Baling, come forth too and meet with me."

The Measuring Tap #52: Zechuan Picks Tea

As Zechuan and Layman Pang were picking tea, the layman said, "The universe doesn't contain my body - do you see me?" Zechuan said, "Anyone but me might have answered you." The layman said, "Having questions and answers is normal." Zechuan paid no attention. The layman said, "Didn't you find my question strange just now?" Zechuan still paid no attention. The layman shouted and said, "Unmannerly fellow - wait 'till I tell someone with clear eyes about all this." Zechuan picked up a tea basket and went back.
Xuedou said, "Zechuan only knows how to secure the border - he is unable to live together and die together. At that time he should have pulled down his turban; who would dare call him Layman Pang?"

The Measuring Tap #53: Yunmen's 'Torn Open'

A monk asked Yunmen, "How is it when one statement says everything?" Yunmen said, "Torn open."
Xuedou snapped his fingers three times.

The Measuring Tap #54: Muzhou's Bowl Pouch

A monk asked Muzhou, "How is it when one word says everything?" Muzhou said, "I'm inside your bowl pouch."
Xuedou laughed out loud.

The Measuring Tap #55: Xuefeng's Three Strokes

A monk asked Xuefeng, "'Listeners' seeing essence is like seeing the moon at night; enlightening beings' seeing essence is like seeing the sun in daytime' - what is your seeing essence like?" Xuefeng hit him three times. That monk also asked Yantou; Yantou slapped him three times.
Xuedou said, "Giving medicine according to the illness, then he hits three times. If he acted according to the imperative, how many blows should be taken?"

The Measuring Tap #56: Nanquan Appearing in the World

There was a hermit below the mountain where Nanquan lived. A traveling monk passing by said to the hermit, "Recently master Nanquan has appeared in the world - why don't you go pay respects?" The hermit said, "Not just Nanquan - even if a thousand Buddhas appeared in the world I couldn't go." When Nanquan heard of this, he sent Zhaozhou to go have a look. When Zhaozhou saw the hermit, he bowed. The hermit paid no attention. Zhaozhou crossed west to east. The hermit still paid no attention. Zhaozhou crossed east to west. The hermit still paid no attention. Zhaozhou said, "The bandit is busted." Drawing down the blind, he went away. When he got back he told Nanquan about this. Nanquan said, "I had doubted this fellow."
Xuedou said, "Even the likes of Nanquan and Zhaozhou were seen through by this board-carrying fellow."

The Measuring Tap #57: Jinshan's 'Thus'

Yantou, Xuefeng, and Jinshan went to Deshan. Jinshan asked, "Tianhuang spoke thus, Longtan too spoke thus. What do you say?" Deshan said, "Try to cite Tianhuang and Longtan's." Jinshan hesitated. Deshan then hit him. Getting hit, Jinshan retired to the life-prolonging hall. He said, "It was right, alright, but he hit me too hard." Yantou said, "This way, later on you won't be able to say you've seen Deshan."
Xuedou said, "Chan worthies, Jinshan's posing the question was undeniably extraordinary, but he had a dragon's head but a snake's tail. 'Try to cite Tianhuang and Longtan's' - shake the seat cloth. For powerful people, grabbing the tiger's whiskers is a basic capacity. Since he could not, Deshan carried out half the imperative. If the imperative were fully executed, Xuefeng and Yantou would both be in the nirvana hall."

The Measuring Tap #58: Xuansha Questions a Monk

Xuansha asked a monk, "Where have you just come from?" The monk said, "Ruiyan." Xuansha said, "What does Ruiyan have to say?" The monk said, "He always calls, 'Master!' He himself says, 'Yes!' 'Be alert! Hereafter don't let anyone fool you!'" Xuansha said, "This is playing with the spirit just the same, yet quite extraordinary." Then he said, "Why didn't you stay there?" The monk said, "Ruiyan passed away." Xuansha said, "If you call him now, will he respond?" The monk had no reply.
Xuedou said, "Heavens, heavens!"

The Measuring Tap #59: Changqing's Ram

A monk asked Changqing, "How is it before the ram is hung up by the horns?" Changqing said, "Someone in the weeds." The monk said, "How about after getting hung up by the horns?" Changqing said, "Shouting wildly." The monk said, "How about the ultimate?" Changqing said, "Before the business of the donkey is done, the business of the horse comes up."
Xuedou said, "Better to shatter your body into smithereens than ever blind anyone. Changqing amounts to a little bit. There is a type of fellow who even if the ram hasn't yet been hung up by the horns is as if gazing toward home from ten thousand miles away."

The Measuring Tap #60: Yuanming Teaches an Assembly

Deshan Yuanming taught an assembly, saying, "Whenever there were questions to answer, [Judi] just held up a finger. When it's cold, it's cold throughout the sky and cold all over the earth."
Xuedou said, "Where do you see old Judi?"
[Yuanming continued] "When it's hot, it's hot throughout the sky and all over the earth."
Xuedou said, "Don't mistakenly acknowledge the zero point of the scale."
[Yuanming continued] Myriad forms are isolated all the way down; the earth, mountains, and rivers are sheer all the way up. Where do you get one-finger Chan?"

The Measuring Tap #61: Nanyuan and the Sages

A monk asked Nanyuan, "Where have the sages since ancient times gone?" Nanyuan said, "If they haven't gone to heaven, they've gone to hell." The monk said, "What about you?" Nanyuan said, "Do you know where I wind up?" The monk hesitated; Nanyuan hit him with his whisk. Again he told the monk to approach, and said, "It should be you who carries out the imperative."
Xuedou said, "Since he carried out the imperative himself, where the whisk comes from is not known. I say 'blind,' wanting to add frost to snow."

The Measuring Tap #62: Xuefeng's Meetings

Xuefeng said to an assembly, "I have met with you at Wangzhou Pavilion, I have met with you at Black Rock Ridge, I have met with you in front of the communal hall." Baofu asked Ehu, "Leaving aside for now the meeting in front of the communal hall, where were the meetings at Wangzhou Pavilion and Black Rock Ridge?" Ehu ran back to his quarters; Baofu then went into the communal hall.
Xuedou said, "The two old veterans were right, all right, but they only knew Xuefeng's letting go; they didn't know Xuefeng's holding still. If a patchrobed monk comes forth and asks what I would do, is this not someone who distinguishes what is appropriate for the situation and knows right and wrong? Is there a patchrobed monk who meets at Wangzhou Pavilion and Black Rock Ridge?" After a pause he said, "Board-carrying Chan followers are very numerous."

The Measuring Tap #63: The National Teacher's Water Pitcher

A monk asked National Teacher Huizhong, "What is the Locana Buddha in one's own body?" Huizhong said, "Pass me the water pitcher." The monk brought the water pitcher. Huizhong said, "Put it back where it was." The monk again asked, "What is the Locana Buddha in one's own body?" Huizhong said, "The ancient Buddha is long gone." Yunmen said, "Without a trace."
Xuedou said, "He pointed to the sky with one hand and pointed to the earth with one hand - how can there be no trace? Understand? Clouds rest on the mountain ridge, not leaving; water flows down the valley stream, rushing."

The Measuring Tap #64: Zhuyu's "Watch out for the Arrow"

Zhaozhou visited Zhuyu. As soon as he went up in the teaching hall, Zhuyu said, "Watch out for the arrow." Zhaozhou said, "Watch out for the arrow." Zhuyu said, "Missed." Zhaozhou said, "Hit."
Xuedou cited this and said, "Both were experts, since they were Zhuyu and Zhaozhou. Both were inexpert - their arrowheads didn't stay each other. Even if you shoot alike and hit alike, you're just someone shooting a target."

The Measuring Tap #65: Linji Goes to a Meal

Linji and Puhua went to a meal at a patron's house. Linji said, "'A hair engulfs the ocean, a mustard seed contains the polar mountain' - do you consider this a subtle function of spiritual powers, or do you consider it naturally so?" Puhua kicked over the dining table. Linji said, "How crude." Puhua said, "What place is this to speak of crude and refined?" Linji stopped. The next day they both went to a meal at a patron's house. Linji asked, "How does today's offering compare to yesterday's?" Puhua again kicked over the dining table. Linji said, "How crude." Puhua said, "Blind fellow! What crudity or refinement does Buddhism speak of?" Linji stuck out his tongue.
Xuedou cited this and said, "The two old thieves didn't even get around to eating the food. They should get a beating. Though the law is in effect, which one is the real thief?"

The Measuring Tap #66: Sanjiao Teaches an Assembly

Sanjiao said to an assembly, "If we discuss this matter, as soon as you raise your eyebrows this is already stumbling past." Magu came forth and said, "I don't ask about stumbling past - what is this matter?" Sanjiao said, "Stumbled past." Magu thereupon overturned the Chan seat. Sanjiao then hit him.
Xuedou cited this and said, "Two fellows with a head but no tail; when the eyebrows have not been raised, what stumbling past of this matter are you talking about? A monk asked, "Why aren't the eyebrows raised?" Xuedou hit him.

The Measuring Tap #67: Yantou Crosses the Doorway

When Yantou called on Deshan, as soon as he crossed the doorway he asked, "Is this ordinary or holy?" Deshan shouted. Yantou then bowed. Dongshan, hearing of this, said, "It would be very difficult for anyone but Yantou to get it." Yantou said, "That old fellow Dongshan doesn't know good from bad. At that time I was upholding with one hand and pressing down with one hand."
Xuedou cited this and said, "So in Deshan's school the grass bends down with the movement of the wind, but he cannot shut people's mouths. At that time, if he'd whacked him across the back as soon as he bowed, not only would he have cut off Dongshan, he'd also have held Yantou still. Understand? General Li still has a celebrated name, but not getting enfeoffed as a lord, he was free."

The Measuring Tap #68: Taiyuan Turns and Looks

When Elder Taiyuan Fu called on Xuefeng, as soon as he got to the teaching hall he turned and looked at Xuefeng, then went down to see the administrator.
Xuedou interjected, "The master teacher of fifteen hundred people, at one look of old Fu, hoisted the flag of surrender." The next day Fu went to the abbot's quarters and said, "Yesterday I offended you." Xuefeng said, "If you know such a thing, then let it rest."
Xuedou said, "So it turns out."
A monk asked Yunmen, "Where is the offense?
Yunmen hit him.
Xuedou said, "Even if you hit a hundred thousand myriad, what's the use? Everyone in the world should get hit; only then can you support Xuefeng. Tell me, what eye did Taiyuan Fu have?"

The Measuring Tap #69: Yunmen's Three Handicaps

A monk asked Yunmen for help with Xuansha's saying about three handicapped people. Yunmen said, "Bow." The monk bowed. Yunmen poked at him with his staff; the monk backed up. Yunmen said, "You're not blind." Yunmen then told the monk to approach. The monk approached. Yunmen said, "You're not deaf." Then he said, "Understand?" The monk said, "I don't understand." Yunmen said, "You're not mute." At this the monk had insight.
Xuedou then shouted and said, "This blind, deaf, mute fellow would go on forever if not for Yunmen. Now there are those who pay no attention if you hold up a mallet or raise a whisk, do not come when told to approach, and do not answer if asked whether they understand - can anyone do anything for them? If you can't do anything for them, what can you bunch of asses do at all?" He chased them out with his staff.

The Measuring Tap #70: Gushan Teaches an Assembly

Gushan said to an assembly, "If we discuss this matter, it is like a sword." Then a monk asked, "I hear you have a saying that if we discuss this matter, it is like a sword. You are a corpse, I am a corpse - what is the sword?" Gushan said, "Drag this corpse out of here!" The monk said, "Yes," then went back and packed up and left. That evening Gushan asked the head monk, "Is the monk who asked that question here?" The head monk said, "He immediately left at that time." Gushan said, "He deserves a beating."
Xuedou said, "The old veterans everywhere all say Gushan lost one eye; what they don't know is that when there is a valuable reward there is inevitably a valiant person. Even so, when you examine carefully, he hasn't escaped being buried in the same pit."

The Measuring Tap #71: Muzhou's Hairtip

Muzhou asked the chief elder Wuling, "If you understand, a hairtip contains an ocean; then you know the earth is a single atom - how is that? Wuling said, "Who are you asking?" Muzhou said, "You." Wuling said, "Why not get what's been said?" Muzhou said, "Do I not get what's been said, or do you not get what's been said?"
Xuedou, citing this, said, "Failed, failed." He also said, "This complication the old fellow should cut off for him." Holding up his staff, he said, "Where has he gone?"

The Measuring Tap #72: As Yangshan was Sitting

As Yangshan was sitting, Great Chan Buddha lifted one foot and said, "The twenty-eight patriarchs of India were thus, the six patriarchs of China too were thus, the old masters all over the land too are thus, you too are thus, and I too am thus." Yangshan got down from the Chan seat and hit him four strokes with a wisteria stick.
Xuedou said, "The wisteria stick didn't get to the point of breaking - why did he give only four strokes? One has to be someone who cuts nails and shears iron to be capable."
Great Chan Buddha later went to Lieshan, and said himself, "Here comes the Great Chan Buddha of the land, with four strokes of a wisteria cane on Gathered Cloud Peak." Leishan said, "Strike the bell." Chan ran off.
Xuedou said, "Though this fellow changes according to circumstances, nevertheless he has a head but no tail."

The Measuring Tap #73: Zhimen's Insight

A monk asked Zhimen, "What is the substance of insight?" Zhimen said, "An oyster swallows the bright moon." The monk said, "What is the function of insight?" Zhimen said, "A rabbit becomes pregnant."
Xuedou said, "Not only does he hold the world steady, he also stabilizes the homeland. If you can investigate thoroughly, then please walk alone in the red sky."

The Measuring Tap #74: Wujiu: "Go to the Hall"

Wujiu asked the two senior monks Xuan and Shao, "Where have you just come from?" One monk said, "Jiangxi." Wujiu hit him. The monk said, "I've long heard you had this key." Wujiu said, "Since you don't understand, let the second one approach." The monk hesitated; Wujiu hit him too, and said, "There's no different dirt in the same pit - go to the hall."
Xuedou said, "The eye of teachers of the school must get to be like this, like the golden-winged bird diving into the ocean and directly seizing dragons to swallow. Some people's eyes cannot distinguish east from west, and don't know their staffs are upside-down: they just say perception and function are simultaneous, person and environment are both taken away."

The Measuring Tap #75: Xuefeng and the Imperial Emissary

Xuefeng asked a monk, "It's said you have served as an imperial emissary - is this so?" The monk said, "I do not presume." Xuefeng said, "How could you come this way?" The monk said, "Looking up to virtues of the Way, how could I fear barring mountains?" Xuefeng said, "You're still intoxicated - get out." The monk then left. Xuefeng then called, "Great Worthy!" The monk turned his head. Xuefeng said, "What is this?" The monk said, "What is this?" Xuefeng said, "This lacquer bucket!" The monk had nothing to say. Xuefeng then turned to Jingqing and said, "A fine monk - he breaks down in a lacquer bucket." Jingqing said, "Didn't you settle the case according to the facts?" Xuefeng said, "Well, this is what I usually apply - suppose when I called him back and said 'What is this?' he called me a lacquer bucket - then what?" Jingqing said, "What would be the logic of that?" Xuefeng said, "When I treat him this way, you say I settle the case according to the facts; if he treats me this way, you say what's the logic? They're both the same situation - why are there appropriate and inappropriate between them?" Jingqing said, "Haven't you heard the saying, 'Ambrosia, the finest flavor, is prized by the world, but with this kind of person it turns into poison'?"
Xuedou said, "Observe that father and son harmonizing, words and spirits matching. Those who know say that even pulverizing one's bones and shattering one's body this debt is hard to repay. Those who do not know call it assisting the high and putting down the low, fearing people in face of danger. Poison and ambrosia - a model for a thousand years. Do you understand? This lacquer bucket!"

The Measuring Tap #76: Dasui's Samantabhadra

A monk took leave of Dasui; Dasui asked, "Where are you going?" The monk said, "To Mt. Emei to pay respects to Samantabhadra." Dasui stood up his whisk and said, "Manjusri and Samantabhadra are both here." The monk described a circle and threw it behind him. Dasui called to an attendant, "Bring a packet of tea for this monk."
Yunmen said instead, "In India they decapitate and cut off arms; here you take what's coming to you and get out."
Xuedou said, "The sword that kills, the sword that gives life; let those with eyes distinguish them."

The Measuring Tap #77: Yunmen and Korea

Yunmen asked a Korean monk, "Where are you from?" The monk said, "Korea." Yunmen said, "How did you cross the sea?" The monk said, "The brigand is busted." Yunmen said, "Why are you in my hands?" The monk said, "It just so happens." Yunmen said, "Go ahead and leap out."
Xuedou said, "The old fellow Yunmen has a dragon's head but a snake's tail, letting this monk go. 'Why are you in my hands? It just so happens' - whack him across the back."

The Measuring Tap #78: Beichan and Zifu

Beichan asked a monk, "Where have you just come from?" The monk said, "Huang province." Beichan asked, "Where did you spend the summer?" The monk said, "Zifu ['Assisting Prosperity']." Beichan said, "How is prosperity assisted?" The monk said, "A double case." Beichan said, "What about the fact that you're in my hands?" The monk said, "If I'm in your hands, then take me into custody." Beichan then hit him. This monk didn't accept, and was subsequently driven out.
Xuedou said, "Extraordinary! It seems he has ability beyond his teacher. But do you know this monk? He can only be eager to advance, and is unable to look around behind. If he were in my hands, even if my staff broke I still wouldn't let him go."

The Measuring Tap #79: Muzhou Teaches an Assembly

Muzhou said to an assembly, "I see Baizhang as not calculating good and bad. When the community had gathered, he drove them out at once with his staff. Then he called to them, and they turned their heads. Baizhang said, 'What is it?' As for master Huangbo, when the assembly had gathered he drove them out with his staff, then he called to them, and they turned their heads. Huangbo said, 'When the moon is a crescent, and there is little rain and much wind, it still amounts to a little bit.'"
Xuedou said, "What 'still amounts to a little bit' are you talking about? It's simply 'not yet.' If it were me, when the community assembled I'd drive them out and leave it at that. If there is an iron hammerhead with no hole who exerts the utmost effort for the community, well able to bear a burden, he can entrap all time and hold the universe still." Xuedou abruptly picked up his staff and said, "I let the first move go."

The Measuring Tap #80: Xuansha's Circle

Xuansha, seeing Gushan coming, made a circle. Gushan said, "Nobody can get out of this." Xuansha said, "I sure knew you are making a living in a donkey's womb, a horse's belly." Gushan said, "Then what about you?" Xuansha said, "No one can get out of this." Gushan said, "It is right for you to say so; why is it not right for me to say so?" Xuansha said, "I get it, you don't."
Xuedou cited this and said, "He can only look longingly at the white waves; he doesn't realize he's lost the oar in his hands."

The Measuring Tap #81: Nanquan Sells his Body

Nanquan said to an assembly, "I'm selling off my body - is there anyone who will buy?" One monk came forth from the group and said, "I'll buy." Nanquan said, "It's not expensive, not cheap - how will you buy it?" The monk had nothing to say. Wolong said in his stead, "You belong to me." Heshan said in his stead, "What principle is this?" Zhaozhou said, "Next year I'll make you a shirt."
Xuedou said, "Though experts compete to buy, they don't understand they've missed the opportunity. Tell me, will Nanquan agree? I too would try to meet the price, causing Nanquan to have no way forward and nowhere to retreat. Not expensive, not cheap - how to buy? You can't fit in anywhere else."

The Measuring Tap #82: Zhuyu's Stick

Zhuyu took a stick of bamboo and went up in the hall: "Can anyone drive a stake into space?" Then a certain elder Lingxu came forth and said, "Space is a stake." Zhuyu immediately hit him. Lingxu said, "Don't hit me in error." Zhuyu then let the matter rest.
Xuedou said, "If you want this story to circulate widely, you simply must hit him and drive him out."

The Measuring Tap #83: Jiashan's Birth and Death

In the course of a conversation between Jiashan and Dingshan as they traveled together, Dingshan said, "If there is no Buddha in birth and death, then there is no birth and death." Jiashan said, "If there is Buddha in birth and death, then there is no confusion about birth and death." Disagreeing with each other, they both went to Damei. After meeting him, they told him all about the foregoing event. Jiashan asked, "Which one was close, which one was off?" Damei said, "One was close, one was off." Jiashan said, "Which one was close?" Damei said, "Go away for now; come back tomorrow." Jiashan came back the next day and asked the same question. Damei said, "One who is close doesn't ask; one who asks isn't close." Later, when he had become an abbot, Jiashan said, "At that time, at Damei's I was missing an eye."
Xuedou said, "At that time, when that old fellow Damei heard their account, if he had driven them out at once with his staff, not only would he have cut off both men's complications, he would also have been a teacher of the whole world."

The Measuring Tap #84: Baofu's Ram

A monk asked Baofu, "What did Xuefeng used to say that was like when a ram is hung up by the horns?" Baofu said, "I cannot but be a disciple of Xuefeng."
Xuedou said, "Of fifteen hundred monks, Baofu amounts to a little bit."

The Measuring Tap #85: Baling: The Meaning of the Patriarchs

A monk asked Baling, "Are the meaning of the patriarchs and the meaning of the doctrines the same or different?" Baling said, "When chickens are cold they go up in trees; when ducks are cold they go down into water."
A monk asked Muzhou, "Are the meaning of the patriarchs and the meaning of the doctrines the same or different?" Muzhou said, "Green mountains are themselves green mountains; white clouds are themselves white clouds."
Xuedou said, "The question being the same, the answers too are alike. Therein is helping others and self-help, fooling others and fooling oneself. If you check clearly, you'll find understanding emptiness is foremost."

The Measuring Tap #86: Zhaozhou Answers

Zhaozhou said to an assembly, "Tonight I'll give answers - if there's anyone who knows how to ask a question, come forth." At that time a certain monk came out and bowed. Zhaozhou said, "I just tossed out a tile to draw out a jade, but I drew an unfired tile."
Fayan cited this and asked Iron Beak Jiao, "What did the late teacher mean?" Jiao said, "It's like when a nation is going to appoint a general and asks who can go. Then if someone comes forth and says 'I can go,' he's told 'You can't go.'" Fayan said, "I understand."
Xuedou said, "Spiritually sharp people know what it comes down to as soon as they hear it brought up. Even so, he let Iron Beak Jiao go. Great teachers of the school do not speak out for nothing: one who comes forth must be an expert - why did he toss out a tile and draw an unfired tile? Chan worthies, do you want to know Zhaozhou? No one sees the sweating horses of the past - they only want to talk over and over about the achievement crowning the age."

The Measuring Tap #87: Danyuan Leaves his Teacher

Danyuan took leave of the National Teacher and went back to look in on Mazu. He drew a circle on the ground, set out his seat cloth, and prostrated himself. Mazu said, "You want to be a Buddha?" Danyuan said, "I can't rub my eyes." Mazu said, "I'm not as good as you."
Xuedou said, "While a fierce tiger doesn't eat its own child, nevertheless the forthcoming words were not abundant. Do you want to know Danyuan? He's just one who hides his body yet reveals his shadow."

The Measuring Tap #88: Gui and Yang in the Fields

Guishan asked Yangshan, "Where are you coming from?" Yangshan said, "I'm coming from the fields." Guishan said, "How many people are there in the fields?" Yangshan stuck his hoe in the ground, saluted, and stood there. Guishan said, "On South Mountain there are a lot of people cutting thatch." Yangshan picked up the hoe and went off.
Xuansha said, "If I had seen him at that time, I'd have kicked over the hoe."
Jingqing said, "Unable to do anything about the boat, he breaks the bailing bucket."
A monk asked Mingzhao, "Was the ancient's meaning in sticking the hoe in the ground, or in saluting?" Mingzhao called to him: the monk responded. Mingzhao said, "Have you ever seen Yangshan even in a dream?"
Xuedou said, "The old veterans everywhere all say the story of sticking the hoe in the ground is extraordinary; that's much like following error and pursuing wrong. In my view, once questioned by Guishan, Yangshan just managed to bind himself without rope, going on to die a hundred percent."

The Measuring Tap #89: Xuefeng's Overturned Boat

Xuefeng asked a monk, "Where have you just come from?" The monk said, "Fuchuan ['Overturned Boat']." Xuefeng said, "Not yet having crossed the ocean of birth and death, why overturn the boat?"
Xuedou said in his place, "Long have I heard of Xuefeng - when this old fellow hesitates, I'll brush out my sleeves and go."
That monk had nothing to say at that time. He went back and told Fuchuan about this. Fuchuan said, "Why didn't you say 'He has no birth and death'?" The monk went back to Xuefeng and repeated this saying. Xuefeng said, "These are not your words." The monk said, "It was Fuchuan who said this." Xuefeng said, "I have twenty blows to send to Fuchuan; twenty blows I'll take myself. It has nothing to do with you."
Xuedou said, "Able to distinguish, able to differentiate, able to kill, able to revive - if you can discern, you can travel freely throughout the world."

The Measuring Tap #90: Baofu's Hands on the Plow

Baofu asked Changqing, "Panshan said, 'When light and objects are both gone, then what is this?' Dongshan said, 'When light and objects are not gone, then what is this?' Based on these two old veterans, they haven't yet attained absolute detachment. How would you express absolute detachment?" Changqing remained silent. Baofu said, "I knew you were making a living inside a ghost cave." Changqing said, "What about you?" Baofu said, "With both hands on the plow, the water is over the knees."
Xuedou said, "Both gone and not gone are entirely up to oneself. Why did Baofu say they hadn't achieved absolute detachment? Clearly, how many could there be? People, what would you say to avoid Changqing's being in a ghost cave? Willow flowers go along with the wind, from the west, from the east."

The Measuring Tap #91: Damei's Flying Squirrel

Damei, hearing the cry of a flying squirrel, said to a group, "Just this thing, not anything else. You keep it well - I'm going."
Xuedou said, "This fellow was crude in life and arrogant in death. 'Just this thing, not anything else' - what thing is this? Was there any bequest or not? There is a type of person who cannot cut off Damei's footsteps, and just says he was in too much of a hurry to get on his way."

The Measuring Tap #92: Zhaozhou's Insight

Zhaozhou asked Daci, "What is the substance of insight?" Daci said, "What is the substance of insight?" Zhaozhou laughed out loud. The next day, as Zhaozhou was sweeping, Daci asked back, "What is the substance of insight?" Zhaozhou put down the broom and laughed out loud.
Xuedou said, "He laughed before, and he also laughed later - in the laughter there is a sword. Does Daci know? Even if he knows, he still can't avoid losing his life."

The Measuring Tap #93: Deshan Holding his Bowl

One day when the meal was late, Deshan showed up in front of the teaching hall with a bowl in hand. Xuefeng, seeing him, said, "Old fellow, the bell has not yet rung, the drum has not yet sounded - where are you going with the bowl?" Deshan then went back. Xuefeng told Yantou about this. Yantou said, "Even the likes of Deshan does not understand the last word." When Deshan heard of this, he had an attendant call Yantou to the teacher's quarters and asked him, "You don't agree with me?" Yantou privately expressed what he meant. The next day when Deshan went up in the hall, it was not the same as usual. Yantou went to the front of the communal hall, clapped and laughed; he said, "Happily the old fellow understands the last word; henceforth no one in the world can handle him. Even so, he only has three years."
Mingzhao said in Deshan's stead, "Tsk, tsk! Going nowhere, going nowhere." Xuedou said, "I've heard tell of this one-eyed dragon; in fact he only has one eye. What he doesn't know is that Deshan is a toothless tiger - if not for Yantou seeing through him, how could tomorrow be different from yesterday? Do you want to know the last word? 'I only admit the old foreigner knows; I don't admit the old foreigner understands.'"

The Measuring Tap #94: Xuefeng's Ancient Mirror

One day Xuefeng saw some monkeys and said, "Each of these monkeys carries an ancient mirror." Sansheng thereupon asked, "It has been nameless over the ages; why describe it as an ancient mirror?" Xuefeng said, "A flaw has been produced." Sansheng said, "The teacher of fifteen hundred people, and you don't even know a saying." Xuefeng said, "I have a lot to do as abbot."
Xuedou said, "He deserves a beating. It would still be alright to let this beating go to avoid adding error to error."

The Measuring Tap #95: Dongshan and the Robe and Bowl

A monk asked Dongshan, "'Diligently wipe [the mirror] time and again; don't let it attract any dust' - why didn't this win the robe and bowl?" Dongshan said, "Even if he said, 'Originally there is not a single thing' he still shouldn't get the robe and bowl. Tell me, who should get them?" The monk gave ninety-six answers, but none of them were fitting. Finally he said, "Even if they were brought forth, he wouldn't want them." Dongshan deeply approved.
Xuedou said, "Since he won't accept, the one who brings forth this eye must be blind. Do you see the ancestral teachers' robe and bowl? If you enter the gate at this, then they'll be passed on with both hands. Not only would one individual be unable to pick them up on Dayu Ridge; even if everyone in the country came, he'd still easily carry them away."

The Measuring Tap #96: Touzi's Triplex Star

A monk asked Touzi, "It's like the half moon, like the triplex star. The universe cannot contain it - where do you understand?" Touzi said, "What are you saying?" The monk said, "I think you only have ripples on still water, and no waves flooding the sky." Touzi said, "Idle words."
Xuedou said, "The ancient Buddha Touzi cannot be said not to know. If you check, he's as far away as sky is from earth. As soon as the question is posed, strike while he's still speaking."

The Measuring Tap #97: Luopu Submits

Luopu was an attendant of Linji for a long time. He went to Jiashan and asked, "I've come from far away seeking your way; please receive me." Jiashan said, "There is no 'you' before my eyes, and no 'I' here." Luopu thereupon shouted. Jiashan said, "Stop, stop! Don't be careless and hasty. Clouds and moon are the same, valleys and mountains are different. It's not that you can't cut off the tongues of everyone on earth, but how can you enable a tongueless person to speak?" Luopu had no reply. Jiashan then hit him.
Xuedou said, "This fellow is pitiful, lamentable; he bogs Linji down. Since 'clouds and moon are the same' for him, for me too 'valleys and mountains are different.' How can you say a tongueless person cannot speak? Shake your seat cloth right away. If Jiashan knew what he was doing, he'd have put him under a bright window."

The Measuring Tap #98: Xiangyan's Saindhava

A monk asked Xiangyan, "What is the king asking for saindhava?" Xiangyan said, "Come over here."
Xuedou said, "He bogs people down entirely."
The monk asked asked Zhaozhou, "How is it when the king asks for saindhava?" Zhaozhou bowed and saluted.
Xuedou said, "Asked for salt, he presents a horse."

The Measuring Tap #99: Fengxue's Detachment and Subtlety

A monk asked Fengxue, "'Speech and silence involve subtlety and detachment' - how does one get through without transgressing?" Fengxue said, "I always remember springtime in the South; where the partridges cry, a hundred flowers are bright."
Once a monk asked Xuedou. Xuedou answered him, "Ripping open the gut, gouging out the heart - how about that?" He also said, "Using the wind to fan the fire, this is a special school. Hurting the turtle while letting the tortoise off, there must be a host."

The Measuring Tap #100: An Ancient Worthy's Sand and Water

Of old it was said, "Sand can't be put in his eyes, water can't be put in his ears: if it should happen that there is someone who can trust completely, can hold still, and not be fooled by others, and the verbal teachings of Buddhas and patriarchs are what sounds of a hot pot, then let him hang up his bowl and bag and break his staff. Certainly this is a guarantee of a genuine wayfarer with no issues." It's also said, "The polar mountain can be put in his eyes, the ocean can be put in his ears; he'll deal with everyone. The verbal teachings of Buddhas and patriarchs are like a dragon finding water, like a tiger in the mountains. Then he should pick up his bowl and bag and carry his staff. This too is a wayfarer with no issues." It's also said, "This way won't do, not this way won't do either. After that there is no connection." Of these three unconcerned wayfarers, you need to choose one to be your teacher.

